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Norway Maple 
 

Species information 

Scientific Name: Acer platanoides L.  

Family: Sapindaceae 

Conservation Status: Least concern 

Native to: Europe and most of western Asia 

Habitat Type: It is adaptable to a wide range of growing conditions 

 

Description: Norway maple is a very common, yet non-native tree in New England. 

It can be easily distinguished from the other native maples for a milky sap that oozes 

from petiole when cut. Its leaves are one of the last ones to change color, bright 

yellow to gold, in the fall. The tree grows usually up to 60’ but can reach up to 90’ 

(18-30m). Bark is grayish brown with shallow fissures.  Leaves are palmately lobed 

with five lobes and are arranged opposite.  Norway Maple blooms in early spring and 

its flowers are yellowish green with five sepals and are arranged in a corymb. Fruit of 

this maple species is a double samara with wings.  

 

Interesting Fact: You may have noticed that many of the leaves are covered with 

black, tar-like spots.  These can be caused by several species of fungi. Fortunately, 

this disease has little long-term effect on the trees.1 

 

History: It was originally introduced to the United States in 1756 by John Bartram, a 

nursery owner, who received seedlings from London. Since then it has become a 

very popular tree for urban parks. Over time Norway maple has naturalized in the 

forests of New England.2 

 

Ecology: Norway Maples can withstand poor soils and urban pollution which makes 

them a favorite tree for street planting. Because of its extreme shade tolerance 

Norway maple is very successful at penetrating into forests with native composition. 

This makes it an invasive species that threatens to dominate the native North 

American canopy and thus lower biodiversity. Moreover, the Norway maple is a 

primary host to Asian longhorn beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis), which is becoming a 

danger to eastern hardwood forests.3 Thus control of Norway maple is a high 

priority. 
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